August XX, 2005
Dear Editor,

As the debate continues about whether or not the country is facing a “housing bubble,” stories often miss the bigger picture, which is that safe, decent, affordable housing remains unavailable for so many hard-working but low-income families.  According to the National Low Income Housing Coalition, 94.2 million Americans, or 34.8% of the estimated population, live in unaffordable or inadequate housing or, in the worst case, with no housing at all. [Insert one sentence of individualized information such as "I am one of them", or "Everyday I work with…" or "My organization strives to…"etc.]. In our community alone, there are [fill in #, see Housing Data in Your State file]* extremely low income families paying more than half of their income towards their rent, with little money left over to pay for food, healthcare and other necessities for themselves and their children.

Fortunately, Congress has an opportunity to make progress toward alleviating the affordable housing crisis in our area.  As part of a bill to strengthen federal regulation of Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac, Representatives and Senators should support a proposal to create an Affordable Housing Fund.  This fund would be created by setting aside 5% of the after-tax profits of Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac and be used to create housing opportunities for very low and extremely low income families. Rental housing, homeownership, and community development would all be supported by the Affordable Housing Fund. 
It has been a decade since the federal government has made any substantial investment in affordable housing. The Affordable Housing Fund makes sense and I hope that Representative [fill in name] and Senators [fill in names] will make sure that it is included in the GSE bill and is passed this year.

Sincerely,
[Name, Organization, Contact Info]
* Information Available at http://www.nlihc.org/research/heatup/index.html
