Dear Editor,

Even as a lot of attention is focused on the new poverty and uninsured numbers from the Census Bureau, the data don’t tell the whole story – the economic “recovery” is not truly reaching those who need it the most.  The official numbers understate the struggles facing low-income families throughout the country, with rising fuel and healthcare costs outpacing slight wage gains and recent news reports showing that the income gap continues to widen.
Yet, despite these troubling facts, Congress is considering making matters worse by choosing more tax cuts for the wealthiest households over protecting federal dollars for Medicaid and Food Stamps. These programs not only help keep the numbers of poor and uninsured from rising, but they are in many cases a lifeline for our country’s most vulnerable populations.  Food and health care for struggling families and children living in poverty should be higher priorities than tax breaks for CEOs and multi-million dollar households.  But, once again, Congress is making the wrong choices - setting aside the common good for the interests of the political and economic elite.

In the Labor Day statement just released by the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, Bishop Nicholas DiMarzio of Brooklyn reminds us that the fundamental moral measure of any economy is how the poor and vulnerable are faring and urges everyone to look at the economy from the “bottom up” and really take account of how our economic choices affect “the least of these.” It’s time for Congress to heed this advice and reject further cuts to our nation’s safety net.  It’s about values and Congress is embracing the wrong ones.
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