June 12, 2018
Dear Member of Congress:

We write to call your attention to the Principles for a Faithful Farm Bill, signed by 58 national
faith-based organizations, calling for a Farm Bill that protects and strengthens nutrition
assistance programs in the U.S. We are concerned about harmful proposals in the Farm Bill that
would restrict eligibility for the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) by imposing
arbitrary work requirements upon people who simply need help putting food on the table. These
policies will have real impacts on real people, and fail to take into account the realities of their
situation.

Many of our organizations, congregations, and leaders work to feed, clothe, house, and serve
our friends and neighbors who are struggling, but we know that we cannot do this work alone.
More than 40 million American men, women, and children struggle to put food on the table on a
regular basis. While charitable organizations play a vital role in addressing hunger, we know
that the overwhelming maijority of food assistance in this country has historically come
from—and must continue to come from—federal programs.

Sacred texts and proud traditions compel us to honor the dignity of every person, especially
those who are struggling. No matter a person’s circumstance, no one deserves to be hungry.

We call on Congress to ensure that the Farm Bill lives up to its historical promise and protects
SNAP and the millions of Americans who must rely on it.
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From God’s initial command to care for creation to the prophets’ call for justice among
governments and nations, people of faith in every age are called together to work for the
common good. Inspired by our faith traditions’ commands to care for poor and vulnerable
people, we join together to support policies that promote local food security in the U.S. and
around the world, strengthen rural communities, and care for the land as God’s creation.

Our nation’s food and farm policies as embodied in the Farm Bill impact people and
communities from rural America to developing countries. The Farm Bill’s resources must be
effectively targeted where need is greatest. Programs and policies that curb hunger and
malnutrition, support vibrant agricultural economies in rural communities, and promote the
sustainable use of natural resources must be prioritized as part of a comprehensive Farm Bill,
with adequate funding to fully meet these diverse needs.

Together, we urge Congress to take the opportunity presented by the reauthorization of the
Farm Bill to reduce hunger and poverty in the U.S. and around the world and encourage
sustainable stewardship of our resources. To this end, we support the following principles for
the Farm Bill:

Protect and strengthen programs that reduce hunger and improve nutrition in the United
States.

Promote investments and policies that strengthen rural communities and combat rural
poverty.

Provide a fair and effective farm safety net that allows farmers and producers in the U.S.
and around the world to earn economically sustainable livelihoods.

Strengthen policies and programs that promote conservation and protect our natural
resources from environmental degradation.

Protect the dignity, health, and safety of those responsible for working the land.

Promote research related to alternative, clean, and renewable forms of energy that do not
negatively impact food prices or the environment.

Safeguard and improve international food aid in ways that encourage local food security
and improve the nutritional quality of food aid.



